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Carices Wanted. 

I desire to obtain live roots of all the Carices, especially at present of C. 
bullata, C. glaucodea, C. formosa and C. debilis. 

Agricultural College, Mich. L. H. Bailey, Jr. 



CURRENT LITERATUEE. 

British Fungi (Hymenomycetes). By the Kev. John Stevenson. Vol. I., Agaricus- 

Bolbitius. Edinburgh : Wm. Blackwood & Sons, 1866. pp. 372. Large 

12mo. Illust. 

It is two years since the preliminary notice of this work was received. 
The part before us bears out the high estimate then given it (Bot. Gaz., 1884, 
p. 116), and shows that the interval has been well used to perfect it in many 
ways. 

The complete work will embrace a second volume. The present one is 
mostly filled with the genus Agaricus, which covers 346 pages, and includes 782 
species. The few remaining pages give 33 species of Coprinus and 7 species of 
Bolbitius. 

The order and number of the species are essentially the same as given by 
M. C. Cooke in his Handbook, a revised edition of which is now publishing as 
a supplement to Grevillea. Both works are founded upon the classic writings 
of Fries, and it is in the translation and interpretation of these that the pres- 
ent work aims to be superior to anything yet offered to the public. There are 
other features which will also strongly commend themselves. The descriptions 
of the species have been made more comprehensive, with the diagnostic charac- 
ters indicated by italics, the convenient method used for flowering plants. To 
the descriptions are appended ample notes giving additional items drawn from 
careful observations, and also comparisons between different species which 
must prove of especial service in determining material. There can be no doubt 
of the value of good measurements, and it is a pleasure to find that these have 
been supplied for nearly every species. The size of the spores is given in mi- 
kros, and the authority for each measurement is appended. When authorities 
differ the user has the advantage of independent data. 

The illustrations scattered through the text — thirty-nine for this volume — 
are drawn to scale, and are as good as could be expected. They are by W. G. 
Smith ; their accuracy can not be questioned. 

The large number of British species, which are also found in this country, 
makes the publication almost as great a boon to American collectors as to their 
fortunate associates across the water. It is a thoroughly satisfactory hand- 
book, being the result of superior literary knowledge and extensive practical 
and critical acquaintance with the plants. A number of the first mycologists 
of England have taken active part in its preparation, including the Kev. M. J. 
Berkeley. We do not doubt that its sale in this country will be sufficient to 
aid materially in making it evident to the publishers that such a work is de- 
manded and appreciated. 

Handbook of Mosses, with an account of their structure, classification, geograph- 
ical distribution and habitats. By James E. Bagnall, A. L. S. London : 
Swan Sonnenschein, Le Bas & Lowrey. 12°. pp. vii. 96. 1886. 
This little book is not so pretentious as its title, and will serve a good pur- 
pose in enlightening beginners as to how and where to collect mosses, and how 
to prepare them for permanent preservation and study. The book is specially 
intended for young collectors and to them it will be helpful. They should be 
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cautious however in relying too implicitly on the portions relating to the 
structure and development of the sexual organs and the fruit, where we notice 
some serious errors, apparently of carelessness. The engravings are poor, but 
at the very low price of the book (one shilling) we could hardly expect an 
elaborate work. It is well worth the money. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

Professor Chas. R. Barnes received the degree of Ph. D. at the last Commencement 
of his Alma Mater. 

The fourth volume of Saccardo's Sylloge Fungorum, which includes 3,583 species be- 
longing to the Hyphomycetes, has just been issued. 

A chemical study of Yucca angustifolia has been made by Helen C. DeS. Abbott of 
which reprints from the transactions of the Amer. Philosophical Society have been dis- 
tributed. 

J. C. Arthur received the doctorate in science during the recent commencement at 
Cornell University. The subject of the thesis presented was " History and biology of the 
pear blight." 

Mr. A. B. Seymour, for the past year Professor of Botany in the University of Wiscon- 
sin, has resigned that position to accept the curatorship of the cryptogamic herbarium of 
Harvard University. 

The biographical sketch ef the late Dr. Tuckerman in the Amherst Record, from 
which the Gazette notice was condensed, was written by Professor Goodell and not by 
Professor Tyler as was stated. 

The June number of the Pharmaceutische Rundschau contains an interesting paper by 
Prof. J. M. Maisch on Muhlenberg as a botanist. We regret that lack of space prevents 
our giving extracts from the lecture. 

Mr. L. G. Yates, of Santa Barbara, Calif., is preparing a catalogue of all known ferns 
giving synonymy, habitat, etc. He will gladly receive and give credit for any information 
concerning new species, new habitats, etc. 

Botanists who have fruiting specimens of any species of Dentaria will confer a favor 
by sending them to Dr. Sereno Watson, Botanic Garden, Cambridge, Mass., who will be 
glad to repay postage and return specimens if desired. 

In the Smithsonian Report for 1884, just issued, Professor Theodore Gill, in his scien- 
tific record for that year in zoology, includes Myxomycetes among the Protozoans. In the 
bibliography of zoology, Zopf's " Die Pilzthiere Oder Schleimpilze " is included. 

Owing to an unlooked for increase in the subscription list of the Gazette the January 
issue for this year has been entirely exhausted. Unless copies can be obtained from those 
who have duplicates the subscriptions now coming in will have to begin with some later 
number. 

It is noted with pleasure that the University of North Carolina has conferred the de- 
gree of LL.D. upon Dr. A. W. Chapman, of Apalachicola, Fla., and Mr. H. W. Ravenel, of 
Aiken, S. C. A tardy but well deserved compliment to these most eminent southern 
botanists. 

Dr. W. G. Farlow has contributed notes on arctic algae to the proceedings of the Amer 
lean Academy. They are especially interesting in the study of distribution. The col- 
lections were made by several American explorers, but principally by Mr . L. M. Turner 
Ungava bay. 

Some interesting abnormal forms of Vaucheria are illustrated by Douglas H. Ca m 
bell in the Amer. Naturalist for June. The positions of the oogonia of V. geminata, var. 
racemosa are variously occupied by clusters of oogonia and vegetative filaments, and th 
amheridium in one case is replaced by a vegetative filament. 



